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' ANNEXATION OF TEXAS.—ADDRESS OF THE COM- 


MITTEE OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


To such of our Fellow-citizens as regard the proposed Annexation 
of Texas as hostile to the morals, liberty, and happiness of the 
United States, and as extending and perpetuating human bond- 
age. 

The Federal Government was ordained and established for the 
avowed purpose of forming a more perfect union, establishing 
justice, ensuring domestic tranquillity, providing for the common 
defence, promoting the general welfare, and securing the blessings 
of liberty. Traitorous to its high and holy trusts, regardless of the 
preservation of union and domestic tranquillity, as well as of the 
common defence and general welfare, in utter violation of the 
obligations of justice, and in contempt of the blessings of Liberty, it 
is now conspiring to extend and perpetuate the curse and crime of 
human bondage. With unblushing profligacy does the Cabinet at 
Washington, in its communications to foreign nations, avow that it 
seeks the acquisition of Texas for this most detestable object: and 
there is imminent danger that, through the force of party discipline, 
the distribution of patronage, and other means of corruption, the 
base and unholy design will be effected. We cannot, in this brief 
address, spread before you the various modes in which annexa- 
tion will aggravate the accumulated miseries of the coloured race— 
the bounty it will afford the breeders of ‘‘ human catile’”—the new 
impulse it will give to the American slave-trade—the barriers it 
will raise to future emancipation, and the influence it will exert, 
not merely in perpetuating slavery in Texas, but in spreading the 
accursed system over the vast regions between our southern boundary 
and the Isthmus of Panama. To the impudent and wicked false- 
hood that annexation will enlarge the area of freedom, and prove 
fatal to slavery, it is sufficient to oppose the frenzied anxiety of the 
slaveholders to secure their long-desired object, and the trickery by 
which they seek to avoid the delay and uncertainty attending the 
treaty making power. 

But however deep may be our sympathy for the slave, it ought 
not to be confined to him alone., The annexation of Texas will 
endanger our Union, and prove pernicious to the liberty, prosperity, 
and morals of the country, thus involving the happiness of ourselves, 
our children, and our children’s children. 

The equality of rights and of representation which we had reason 
to*expect under the Federal Government, has already been griev- 
ously disturbed by slavery, and when the annexation of Texas shall 
force upon us half a dozen or more slave states, the north will be 
reduced to a mere colony of the south. Accept the following facts 
instead of arguments :— 

In the presidential election of 1840, 13 free states had 163 
electors, and gave 1,716,705 votes—1 elector to 10,218 votes. 

12 slave states had 115 electors, and gave 693,005 votes—l 
elector to 6,026 votes. 

Ohio had 21 electors, and gave 273,840 votes—1 elector to 13,040 
votes. 

Virginia had 28 electors, and gave 86,394 votes—1 elector to 
3,756. 

In the presidential election of 1844, 13 free states had 161 
electors, and gave 1,890,084 votes—1 elector to 11,739 votes. 

12 slave states* had 105 electors, and gave 798,848 votes—l 
elector to 7,608 votes... 

Michigan had 5 electors, and gave 56,222 votes—1 elector to 
11,244 votes. 

Louisiana had 6 electors, and gave 26,865 votes—1 elector to 
4,477 votes, 

Such is the practical working of the federal ratio of representa- 
tion. If we look to the great offices of the nation, we find them 
filled almost exclusively by slave-holders. Of this class of men are 
the acting President of the United States, and, in case of his decease, 
his successor, the President of the Senate, the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Navy, the 
Attorney-General, and the Postmaster-General. Only one indi- 
vidual from a free state is allowed a seat in the present cabinet. 
To the same class belong the President elect, and his late competitor, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a majority of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and a vast proportion of our diplo- 
matic agents, and our naval and military officers. The ascendancy 
of the slave-holders now rests upon the corrupt and selfish sufferance 
of northern politicians; but in the event of annexation, will be 
established on the stable foundation of a numerical majority in both 
Houses of Congress. When this majority shall have been acquired, 





* South Carolina here omitted, her electors being appointed by the 
legislature, . 





the action of the Government will be invariably exerted for the 
defence, not of liberty, but of bondage; for the encouragement, 
not of manufactures and commerce, but of markets for cotton and 
human flesh, This horrible and atrocious perversion of the powers 
and objects of the federal constitution may well excite doubts how 
far the oaths which have been taken to support it will continue to 
have any binding force ; while the sacrifice of northern rights and 
interests to the slave-holding > must eventually lead to a disso- 
lution of the Union. We will not now dwell on the sufferings and 
conflicts which must necessarily attend the disruption of those ties 
which have so long bound together this great country. Most cer- 
tainly the national government has never before engaged in any 
enterprise so abhorrent to the great and holy principles on which it 
was founded, and so perilous to its own permanency, and the peace, 
prosperity, and union of the states, as the annexation of Texas. 


In this emergency, fellow-citizens, where shall we seck for help ? 
Party'in its madness asks for present power and emolument, regard- 
less of future consequences. The slave-holders are the sole dis- 
pensers of the national patronage, and wealth and office, as well as 
infamy, await the northern men who may do their bidding; while 
the numerous traffickers in Texan debts and lands hastening to be 
rich swell the shout for immediate annexation. 


There is a power who not only ruleth in the armies of heaven, 
but doeth his pleasure among the children of men. In the usurpa- 
tion and pernicious influences of the slave power, He is visiting the 
iniquities of our fathers upon their children. Just delivered by a 
strong hand from the oppression of Great Britain, the framers of the 
Federal Constitution guaranteed to the slave-holders the continuance 
of the African slave-trade for at least twenty years, and as much 
longer as Congress might permit it; and they conferred for all time 
to come on the r of five human chattels, the same political 
weight in the Government as rour freemen who hold no property 
in man. 

We have added to the provocations of our fathers, by the counte- 
nance we have given to the slave system, and our own manifold 
transgressions. According to the assurance of Scripture, our sins are 
now finding us out, and we have abundant cause to dread the just 
judgments of an offended God. But, blessed be his name, punish- 
ment is his strange work, and he is ever ready to have mercy and 
to forgive. His word affords us numerous instances in which im- 
pending calamities have been averted by prayer and humiliation. 
Surely none who concur with us in the view we take of the present 
crisis, will dissent from the opinion that duty requires us to invoke 
the Divine aid. But while individual supplication is at all times 
proper and obligatory, occasions of general peril and. affliction call 
for united intercession and humiliation. Such union in devotion is 
sanctioned by common usage and Scripture example. In the present 
case there is no civil or ecclesiastical authority by whom we can ex- 

ct to be invited to offer our prayers to Heaven in behalf of our 
beloved country in this the time of her jeopardy and reproach. 
Friends, brethren, fellow-citizens and fellow- Christians, do not, we 
beseech you, deem us presumptuous, for respectfully and affection- 
ately inviting you under existing circumstances, to observe Friday, 
the 7th day of February next, as a day of fasting, humiliation and 

rayer. On that day let us, where practicable, prostrate ourselves 
before Almighty God in our respective places of public worship ; 
and where this privilege may be denied to us, let us find a sanctuary 
in the social circle, the family and the closet. Let us with sincere 
confession and repentance, with ardent prages and devout humilia- 
tion, beseech our heavenly Father to look upon us in mercy, and for 
the merits of his beloved Son forgive the iniquities of ourselves and 
of our rulers, and avert the sore chastisement which in his righteous 
indignation, he is now threatening to inflict upon our nation. Most 
earnestly do we solicit the ministers of the gospel to lend us their — 
aid on the day we have named, in awakening us PO cary and 
righteousness, and in bringing our supplications before the Most 
High. And may Almighty God change the hearts and confound 
the devices of wicked men; and, of his great goodness render us 
a free, happy, and Christian people. 
ArtTHuR TAPPAN, 
CuristorpHer Rusu, 
S. S. JoceLyn, 
WiiiaM Jay, 
Lewis Tappan, 
S. W. Bexepict, 
Wittiam JoHNsON, 
Witrram LILutz, 
R. G. WitiiaMs, 
Witiiam E. War 
Wiriram Kiekvan 
James WARNER, 
Dexter FAIRBANK. 






New York, Jan. 20, 1845. 
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THE RIGHT OF SEARCH. 


Tux following correspondence between the English and French 
Governments we deem it our duty to insert entire. 


M. GUIZOT TO COUNT ST. AULAIRE. 
Paris, 26th Dec., 1844. 


M. le Comte,—Last year, about this time, I requested you to call the 
attention of Lord Aberdeen to the important question of the right of 
search, and to the powerful motives which led us to desire that the two 
Cabinets should concert together with a view of substituting for this 
mode of repressing the slave-trade a new mode, which, whilst equally 
efficacious for our common object, should be free from the same incon- 
veniences and the same dangers. : p 

To the communication which you made to Lord Aberdeen his lordship 
answered, that, being perfectly convinced of my sincere resolution to 
labour perseveringly for the suppression of the trade, any proposition 
made by me would be received by him with confidence, and examined 
with the most scrupulous attention. , : 

If, since that time, I have abstained, M. le Comte, from treating of this 
important affair, in my official correspondence with you, if I have delayed 
sending the instractions which I had announced to you, it certainly has 
not been that the Government of the King have lost sight for a single day 
of the object which they had to propose to themselves, or that their convic- 
tions had become less strong. You know the various causes, internal and 
external, which, by obliging us to devote all our efforts to urgent questions, 
have made it imperative on us to suspend the negotiation, the opening of 
which in London you had been charged to call for, on the question of the 
means of repressing the slave-trade. The time is now arrived for resum- 
ing it. 
ie I have already mentioned to you, M. le Comte, our conviction of the 
necessity of having recourse, in concert with England, to a new mode of 
repressing the slave-trade, is undiminished and profound. All the events 
which have occurred, all the reflections which have forced themselves upon 
us since this question was raised, have made us feel more strongly the 
necessity of modifying the system actually in force. In order that the 
system should be effectual and without danger, it is not sufficient that the 
two Governments are animated by reciprocal goodwill and confidence. 

Constantly liable in its application to oppose, cramp, and injure private 
interests, often legitimate and inoffensive ones, this system keeps 4p, in 
the minds of a numerous class, active and necessarily rough in manners, 
a source of irritation which, though it may sleep for a time more or less 
long, may, by an unforeseen accident at sea, or by the slightest disturb- 
ance in the political relations of the two states, be at any moment de- 
veloped, inflamed, extended, and transformed into a powerful and for- 
midable national sentiment. 

This being so, the system of the right of search, used as a means for 
repressing the slave-trade, is more dangerous than useful; for it com- 
promises, at one and the same time, peace, good understanding between 
the two countries, and even the success of the great cause which it is in- 
tended to serve. 

This, M. le Comte, is not a mere conjecture; it is a fact which 
experience has now demonstrated. During ten years the reciprocal right 
of search has been accepted and exercised by France and by England with 
common consent, and without any declared feeling, or any manifestation 
of mistrust or of repulsion. Owing to causes which it is useless to revert 
to, the case is now different. The feeling of the Chambers and of the 
country is strongly averse to thissystem. Not, M. le Comte, that France 
is at present more indifferent than she was some years ago to the horrors 
of the slave-trade ; but a conviction exists in France (and the Govern- 
ment of the King shares this conviction) that it is possible to find other 
means quite as effectual, more effectual even, than the reciprocal right of 
search, by which this infamous traffic may be reached. 

In order to obtain the co-operation of the country and of the Chambers, 
their earnest, active, indefatigable co-operation, for the repression of the 
trade, the adoption of a different system is henceforth indispensable. 

But what ought to be the new system? By what measure, by what 
combination of measures, can we reasonably hope to obtain results, in the 
way of repression, at least equal to those which the right of search has led 
us to hope for? I might, M. le Comte, here point out some of these 
measures ; but in a matter on which the men of the two countries y 
qualified must of necessity be heard, it appears to me preferable that the 
task of collecting and examining all the elements of the question should 
in the first instance be confided to a mixed commission. This commis- 
sion, which would hold its sittings in London, ought, I think, to be com- 
posed of men of consideration in their respective countries, well known for 
their sincere sympathy for the cause of repressing the slave-trade, and by 
their entire freedom of judgment relative to the means of attaining this 
noble end. And when the commission shall have thoroughly examined 
the question, when it shall have searched well and determined what new 
means of repressing the trade may be as efficacious as, or even more 
efficacious than the system at present in force, its work should be pre- 
sented to the two Governments, and submitted for their decision. 

Have the goodness, M. le Comte, to place this proposal before the eyes 
of Lord Aberdeen. I am confident that in the communication which you 
will make to him of the present despatch he will see new evidence of our 
constant solicitude for the two great interests which we have equally at 
heart,—the maintenance of peace and a good understanding between the 
two countries, and the repression of the slave-trade. 

Receive, &c., 
(Signed) Guizor. 
THE EARL OF ABERDEEN TO LORD COWLEY. 


Foreign Office, 9th Jan., 1845. 

My Lord,—The French Ambassador has delivered to me a despatch 
from his Government, in which M. Guizot describes in strong terms 
the feeling which has pevailed for some time past in the French Cham- 
bers, and generally in France, relative to the right of search. After de- 
tailing at length the reasons which have induced him to arrive at such a 
conclusion, he suggests to her Majesty’s Government the expediency of 
appointing @ joint commission, for the purpose of inquiring, whether 
means may not be discovered for the suppression of the slave-trade, as 











effectual, or even more effectual, than those afforded by the treaties which 
confer the mutual right of search. 

A copy of this despatch is inclosed for your Excellency’s information, 

M. Guizet correctly states that when, at the close of the year 1843, 
the Count de St. Aulaire announced to me the intentions of the French 
Government to propose certain measures which they felt satisfied would 
be found preferable to the right of search, and better calculated to attain 
the objects in view, I at that time informed the French Ambassador that 
my conviction of the sincerity and zeal of M. Guizot for the abolition of 
the slave-trade would induce me to receive any suggestions from him on 
the subject, and to submit them for the consideration of her Majesty’s 
Government. 

Your Excellency may assure M. Guizot that her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment attach no special value to the right of search, except in so far as it 
affords an effectual means of suppressing the slave-trade. They are in- 
deed aware that the exercise of this right cannot fail to be attended with 
some inconvenience, and they would willingly see the adoption of any 
measures which should be as effectual for the accomplishment of the 
great end in view, and which should not be liable to the same objec- 
tions. I am bound, however, in candour to declare, that I have not hi- 
therto seen any plan proposed which could safely be adopted as a aubsti- 
tute for the right of search; and when M. Guizot recollects how ear- 
nestly the people of this country have desired the abolition of the slave- 
trade, and the enormous sacrifices which they have made and are daily 
making to secure the attainment of this object, he will not be surprised if 
we hesitate to abrogate treaties the stipulations of which have been found 
efficient, until we are satisfied that the measures about to be proposed 
will be attended with equal success. 

I abstain from inquiring into the causes which have led to the great 
change of sentiment in France respecting these treaties, which up to a 
recent period the French Government had united with that of her Ma- 
jesty in pressing on the adoption of other nations. 

Be these causes what they may, I fully admit that such engagements, 
if not executed with cordiality and zeal by both the contracting parties, 
must become less likely to answer the purpose intended, and their value 
be greatly impaired. It is unnecessary, therefore, to dwell on the means 
taken by her Majesty’s Government to remove all reasonable grounds of 
objection to the exercise of the right of search, and on the care with 
which the instructions recently delivered to the officers engaged in this 
service have been prepared. The mere fact officially declared by M. 
Guizot that the Government, the legislature, and the people of France 
earnestly demand a revision of these engagements, while they profess at 
the same time an undiminished desire to attain the objects for which they 
were contracted, would afford to her Majesty’s Government a sufficient 
reason for agreeing to the proposed inquiry. 

But, in assenting to this suggestion of M. Guizot, your Excellency can- 
not too strongly impress upon his mind how much will depend upon the 
character of the persons who may be selected as commissioners, in order 
to inspire the necessary degree of confidence, and to ensure any useful 
result. It appears to her Majesty’s Government to be indispensable that 
the commission should be composed of individuals of high station and of 
enlightened views,—men perfectly independent, and well known for their 
attachment to the great cause of freedom and humanity. It must clearly 
be made known that the object of the commission is not to get rid of 
treaties, but to ascertain the possibility of adopting measures by which 
they may advantageously be replaced. It ap essential also, that 
whatever substitute may be proposed, if any be found, should be consi- 
dered in the first instance only as an experiment, but by which the ope- 
ration of the treaties in this respect would necessarily be suspended until 
its success or failure had been made manifest. 

To a commission thus constituted and thus instructed, her Majesty’s 
Government could not only entertain no objection, but would be dis- 
posed, in common with all who sincerely desire the early and complete 
abolition of this detestable traffic, to look with hope and satisfaction. 

I am, &e., ; 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


LORD COWLEY TO THE EARL OF ABERDEEN. 


Paris, 13th January, 1845. 

My Lorp,—The messenger Fennessey arrived at Paris on Saturday the 
1lth instant, and delivered to me your lordship’s despatch of the 9th 
instant. 

I immediately directed a copy to be prepared of it, and placed it in the 
hands of the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the course of that day. 

After reading that despatch with attention in my presence, his excel- 
lency said, that he entirely concurred in the views therein taken by your 
lordship, respecting the engagements entered into by the two governments 
for the suppression of the traffic in slaves. He admitted, likewise, that 


‘since the conclusion of the treaties of 1831 and 1833 a great change had 


taken place in the opinions of the Chambers, as well as of the public 
generally, upon the question of the right of search. It would be useless, 
he said, to enter into any examination of the causes which had led to that 
change ; he would only say that the prejudice existing throughout France 
against the exercise of that right was unconquerable, and was daily in- 
creasing. 
I might, therefore, he continued, form some judgment of the degree of 
satisfaction with which he had received the communication which I had 
just made to him, announcing the acquiescence of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in the proposal of that of France, for the appointment of a joint 
commission for the purpose of inquiring whether means as effectual as the 
mutual right of search might not be resorted to for the suppression of the 
slave-trade. 

He was fully aware of the feelings of the people of England on the sub- 
ject of this odious traffic, and of the jealousy with which the p i 
of the proposed commission would be watched, and I might therefore be 
assured that the compliance of her Majesty’s Government in the proposed 
inquiry, would be justly appreciated by the government, the legislature, 
and the people of France. 

His Excellency then informed me that the Duc de Broglie would be 
charged with this important commission ; and I am certain your lordship 
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will be of opinion that a better selection for that purpose could not have 
been made. The Duc de Broglie has for many years been a strenuous 
advocate for the abolition of the slave-trade, and it was under his auspices 


as Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the supplementary convention of | A] 


1833 was concluded. It is not likely, therefore, that he will propose, or 
will himself be satisfied with, any measures for the suppression of the 
traffic in slaves less efficacious than those at present in force under the 
treaties. T have, &c., 

(Signed) Cow ey. 





LIBERATION OF SLAVES AT THE BRITISH CON- 
SULATE OF TUNIS. 


Tunis, 2ist Jan., 1845. 


My dear Sir,—Yesterday I had the extreme gratification of being 
the simple agent of presenting the ‘‘ freedom document,” the Atka, 
to five slaves. This was the first proceeding of the kind I had wit- 
nessed during the six or seven years that I have been occupied in 

oting, by literary labours, the abolition of Slavery and the 
bavearnlt. But I will relate the circumstances of this liberation, 
so honourable to the British Tunisian Consulate. 

I was called by Sir Thomas Reade, our consul-general, not know- 
ing what might be his request, and was, to my surprise, immediately 
introduced into the ce of the consul, his dragomans, and five 
poor slaves, trembling with joy on the brink of freedom, besides 
numerous spectators. Sir Thomas then informed me, that I was 
this day to have the honour of presenting the ‘‘ freedom document’’ 
to five slaves—two males and three females. I forthwith took it 
from the consul, and presented it to the slaves, one after another. 
It was, in truth, affecting to see the devout ardour and tearful joy 
with which the poor things kissed the hands of our worthy and 
noble-minded consul, on receiving the inestimable blessing of free- 
dom. By our continually writing upon anti-slavery subjects, we 
forget, or we feel but little, the immensity of the boon of freedom— 
the inalienable right of every man and woman born into the world. 
What a horror is Slavery! To be sold to the will and passions of a 
frail creature like oneself, who calls himself our master, and assumes 
an absolute property in our persons, in our thoughts, words, and 
actions—to have no will of our own—to have our mind, our immor- 
tal part, chained to his mind as a subordinate, om mc and worth- 
less thing—to be at the mercy of his caprice his worst passions, 
our bodies consecrated to his lusts, our souls saved or damned at his 
good pleasure ; such is the essence and some of the terrible features 
of slavery. What, then, must be freedom? To be liberated from 
this cruel oppression of mind, this deep degradation of body—to be 
our ownselves—to feel the power of our own unique conscious will, 
and the dignity and glory of our unending existence—to know that 
we have no master but no lord whose supremacy we worship 
but our all-glorious Maker—to have the sincere pleasure of satis- 
fying the legitimate feelings and instincts of our nature, and the 
holy, the sublime joy of preferring our God to any mortal man! 
These are the two antagonistic conditions of slavery and freedom. 
Alas! that the wickedness of men should still hold so many thou- 
sands of their fellows in slavery. Ah! eternal shame to Christians 
—and the Christians of England—to squabble and fight about the 
trifles of the modes of their faith, instead of easy 4 to disseminate 
the pure doctrines of its paramount philanthropy through the isles 
and continents of the habitable earth, by which the whole human 
race would soon be delivered from this accursed degradation of God’s 
creatures, who are stamped in his image and likeness). * * * 


Let me, nowever, tell you something more about these five libe- 
rated slaves. Notwithstanding the good will and faith of the 
Bey, and the most strenuous exertions of the British consul-general, 
the matter of liberating runaway slaves is still difficult. A thousand 
of these slaves have been liberated through the instrumentality of 
Sir Thomas Reade, since the final measure of the Bey for the aboli- 
tion of poe in his territories, and yet each case has always its 

uliar difficulties. The master of the youth, one of the five slaves 
iberated, made the most determined and persevering efforts to re- 
tain him in slavery. The humane and enlightened Mussulman 
prince was assaulted with continual objections, and besieged with in- 
cessant importunities to render the slave to his master. But his 
Highness, sustained by the friendly and protective counsels of the 
British consul, triumphed over all difficulties. Nevertheless, Sir 
Thomas Reade has taken the precaution to keep the boy in his own 
house until the clamour of the slave party, and especially his old 
master, has died away. I have alreaity informed you, that these 
liberated slaves consist of those ill-treated slaves who flee from the 
cruelty of their masters to the British consulate for protection, and 
who, at the demand of the consul, are thus liberated by his Highness 
the Bey. At this moment there is another poor African youth 
refuged in the British consulate from the cruelty of his master, 
whose freedom is yet to be obtained. Happily, however, the number 
of slaves decreases every day, and there will soon be no slave-master 
to ill-treat a slave, and no slave to run away from the cruelty of his 
master. 

What a contrast is all this to the abominable letter of Marshal 
Bugeaud, addressed to the Duc de Montmorency, president of 
the Jnstttut d’ Afrique, written apparently expressly for the bad 
pore of reviving the infamous traffic in human beings upon the 

rontier of the northern districts of the Sahara, and to destroy the 
nd work of emancipation now going on in Tunis! On this sub- 
ject I must again be permitted to add, that I do pray the committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society will immediately 





adopt the necessary means for making an indignant remonstrance to 
our Government—if not to the Government of the King of the French 
—concerning the pro-slavery projects of the Governor-General of 
geria. To let the matter pass without making such remonstrance, 
would be treason to the cause of abolition in North Africa. 

I subjoin a translation from the Arabic of the “ freedom docu- 
ment,” which Sir Thomas Reade had the goodness to allow me to 
have the honour of presenting to these slaves on their liberation— 
which ‘‘ freedom document” is the proof and guarantee of their 
liberty during their whole life. 

Yours very faithfully, 
J. R. 

To John Scoble, Esq. 





MAURITIUS—IMMIGRATION. 


Ovr file of Mauritius papers brings intelligence of considerable 
interest. It appears that Lord Stanley had written out, expressing 
his regret that the demand for labourers had not been regulated in 
better harmony with the pecuniary resources of the island ; a senti- 
ment in which the editor of the Cernéen expresses his sympathy in 
the following terms :— 


We cannot but join with Lord Stanley in deploring the improvidence 
of certain measures of our Government relating to immigration. It is 
obvious that a material portion of the onerous expenses it has occasioned 
might have been spared the colony. What will his Lordship say when he 
learns that, through the inefficiency of our police force, which even con- 
tains in its bosom, and in the persons of its inferior agents, the most pow- 
erful and most active elements of disorder, we are still obliged to send 
abroad for more immigrants, when our colony contains a sufficient num- 
ber to meet all demands for labour ? 


We have marked the last line of this paragraph in italics, to 
draw the special attention of our readers to it. We are not going 
to say that we have read it with surprise, because we have long been 
well satisfied of the fact thus stated ; but it is with particular grati- 
fication that we find our opinion confirmed by so unexceptionable a 
witness, on this point as the Cernéen. The affirmation actually 
rests, however, on an authority still higher than that of our con- 
temporary. In an account of the proceedings of the legislative 
council on the 9th of September last, in the same paper, we find 
the following passage :— 

On this subject (the expense of importing labourers) the committee 
lament the necessity under which the country is laid of importing new 
labourers, when it has already received a sufficient number ; and it attri- 
butes this fact to desertion, to the non-renewal of hirings, to the setting 
up of small shops, and to the non-execution of the vagrant law. 


It thus appears to be acknowledged on all hands, and seems to be 
officially declared by the highest authorities, that Mauritius has 
received a sufficient number of immigrants to answer all its de- 
mands for labour. We think that this is a pregnant fact, and that 
important consequences ought to follow from the announcement of 
it. We beg to ask whether it is known to the noble lord at the 
head of the colonial department, officially communicated as of 
course it should have been by the Governor of the colony? If it 
be not, we take the libert of. calling his Lordship’s attention to it, 
and of asking him whether, in the face of such a fact, he really 
means to go on with the system of immigration to Mauritius, and 
to sanction, not only from the shores of India, but from the eastern 
coast of Africa also, the unnecessary, and therefore, certainly, the 
cruel and mischievous transportation of men? For be it remem- 
bered, that the demand for labour is the only plea by which it has 
ever been attempted to justify the wholesale system of immigration 
for which our colonists have clamoured ; and now it is placed be- 
yond question that the ‘‘colony of Mauritius contains a sufficient 
number to meet all demands for labour.’ On what pretence, then, 
is a system so fearfully mischievous, and so ruinously costly, 
to be continued? If immigration is clamoured for now, it 
is not because there are not people enough on the island, but 
because those who are there cannot be induced to work on the plan- 
tations. Some are alleged to be deserters; while others, when 
their contracts expire, will not hire themselves again, preferring to 
set upin a small way of business. Is it then to supply wants so 
created, that Indian and African kidnappers are to be set to work, 
and two continents to be drained of their inhabitants? To such a 
course it is no severity to apply the term madness. The ssameme 
exhaustion involved in it must speedily be ruinous to Mauritius 
itself, while yet the planters will not have labourers; since the 
same causes will operate with the successive new-comers which have 
operated with the past. We really think that compassion for the 

uritians themselves should settle this matter, even if there were 
involved in it no question of humanity. Some glimpse-of this view 
of the, case seems to have been caught by the planters themselves ; 
for, while they are busying themselves in endeavours to provide 
funds for a farther importation of Coolies from India, and in per- 
fecting the scheme for obtaining Africans—a veritable slave-trade 
‘—from the Imaum of Muscat, they are bent also upon some 
methods of compelling the immigrants to labour. For this they 
are aiming at two things. In the first place, they want a more 
stringent vagrant law, although they have at the present time a very 
severe one, and although the Colonial Secretary stated in the Legis- 
lative Council that it was ‘‘ severely administered.” In the next 
place, they want to extend contracts for labour, which are now 
restricted to one year, to a period of three, or even of five years. 
Some of the members of Council went so far as to hint to the 
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Governor, that he might of his own authority effect such a modifi- 
cation of the Order in Council, and seemed disappointed when his 
Excellency stated that, on such a question, he must refer to the 
Government at home. Of course he must. And upon both these 
points we trust the Home Government will be firm. It is of the 
utmost importance that they should be so, if they mean to preserve 
Mauritius from relapsing i a state of hopeless oppression and 
practical slavery. e ought not to omit noticing that the number 
of absentees from the plantations appears to have been pevly 
overrated. One member of the Legislative Council, obviously wi 
the design of recommending a more stringent vagrant law, stated 
them at one-fourth of the whole number of ‘labourers, not fewer, 
therefore, than 8,000; the Governor, however, having required 
the Civil Commissaries to make a return on this point, they have 
officially reported the number of absentees to be only 1,600. 

Before closing this article, we must acknowledge our contempo~ 
rary’s courtesy in noticing the last Report of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society. The only point which requires attention, is 
his correction of the statement therein made, that the proportion 
of women among the immigrants was only 8 per cent., whereas he 
states it at 12 per cent. The statement in the Report was correct, 
according to the documents then laid before Parliament; but sub- 
sequent documents bear out the statement of the Cernéen. Even 
this — however, as our contemporary admits, is shamefully 
too small. 
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On Friday evening last, two petitions from the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society were presented to the 
House of Commons by Mr. Hawes; the one praying for the further 
encouragement of free labour, and the other deprecating the use of 
armad force for the extinction of the slave-trade. The petitions 
will be found below. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, the Petition of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 


Sheweth,—That, in the judgment of your Petitioners, the encou- 
ragement of free labour is one of the most effectual means of pro- 
moting the abolition of slavery, and the extinction of the slave- 


That, therefore, they would respectfully urge on your Honvur- 
able House the propriety and importance of admitting the free pro- 
duce of foreign countries into the markets of Great Britain, on the 
same terms as produce of the same kind from the British posses- 
sions abroad. 

That with a view to the still more effectual encouragement of 
free as compared with slave-labour, your Petitioners deem it im- 


' portant also that such restrictions as now exist on the agriculture 


and commerce of the British Colonies should be altogether re- 
moved. 

_ Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honourable House to take 
into its early consideration the measures aforesaid, and to adopt 
such course as to its wisdom may seem meet for carrying the same 


into effect. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
Tuomas Ciarkson, President. 


To the Honourable’the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, the Petition of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 


Sheweth,—That your Petitioners rejoice in the rapidly spreading 
conviction, that so long as slavery exists there is no reasonable h 
of the annihilation of the slave-trade; and that it is felt not only 
by those who object upon principle to the use of an armed force, 
but by the public generally, to be impracticable to suppress it by 
such means. 

That a review of the experience of the last twenty-five years 
renders it obvious that some deeply-afflicting evils have resulted 
from the application of coercive means for the extinction of the 
slave-trade; among which may be enumerated a dreadful aggrava- 
tion of the sufferings and horrors of the middle passage, a fearful 
increase in the rate of mortality on the number of unhappy victims 
shipped for the slave markets, and, on the part of Great Britain, a 
lamentable sacrifice of life and the expenditure of an enormous 
amount of treasure in vain. 

That your Petitioners have always been of opinion that the em- 
ployment of an armed force for the suppression of the nefarious 
traffic would prove ineffectual ; and this opinion having been con- 
firmed by indubitable facts, 





Your Petitioners lly, yet urgently, entreat your Honour- 
able House to confine its exertions in future to the employment of 
such means as are of .a pacific character, and to concentrate all its 
efforts on the universal abolition of slavery, as the most effectual 
mode of extinguishing the nefarious traffic in human beings. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
' Tuomas Ciarkson, President. 


Tux debate on the Address in the House of Commons contained 
some references to the right of search, as the question now stands. 
between the governments. of England and France, which we have: 
thought it right to record in our columns. To us, we may take- 
this eg ferteaen | of repeating, the —. possesses very small in-- 
terest, inasmuch as the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, . 
by its constitution, confines itself to the employment of pacific 
measures, and is at this moment deprecating altogether the use of 
an armed force. We shall be happy, however, if, out of the labours 
of the mixed commission now constituted, there shall arise any. 
suggestions tending to direct the energies of this and other countries 
to the extinction of slavery, as the most effectual means of putting 
an end to the slave-trade. It is an important era in the progress 
of opinion on this subject, when a oe of so much distinction and 
weight in the legislature as Lord Howick expresses sentiments like 
those which fell from his lips in the debate we have referred to, and. 
which we earnestly commend to the consideration of our readers. 
We have thought it our duty also to insert entire the cay aa casa 
between the French and English Governments, which has been laid 
on the table of the House of Commons, 





Str Rosert Peet, in the great number of reductions which he 
proposes to effect in the tariff, contemplates two which materially 
affect the question of slavery. We refer to the duties on sugar and 
cotton wool. In relation to the former of these articles, we take, 
the following account of his proposition from the Times. 


He proposed with regard to all sugars but refined sugars, to make 
this reduction. On brown Muscovado sugar, which now paid a duty of 
25s. 3d., he proposed to make a reduction of 11s. 3d., and to reduce the 
duty to 14s, That reduction would apply to all British plantation sugar, 
and to sugar the produce of the Mauritius; but there were certain dis- 
tricts in British India with regard to which a different rule now applied, 
and with respect to them he proposed that they should pay the same re- 
lative proportion of duty which they paid at present, and that the duty 
should be 18s. 8d. On free-labour foreign sugar he proposed that the 
protecting duty should not exceed 9s. 4d., and therefore the duty would 
be 23s. 2d. Any country which had a reciprocity treaty with us could 
not, of course, be deprived of any right which it enjoyed at present. As 
to white or clayed sugars, or sugars equal to clayed sugars, he proposed 
that the duty should be reduced on British plantation sugars from 25s. 3d. 
to 16s. 4d.; that the duty on sugar imported from India should be 
21s. 9d., and that the duty on free-labour foreign sugar should be 28z., 
thus retaining the whole amount of discriminating duty which was im- 
posed last year, but applying that discriminating duty in a different man- 
ner, giving 9s. 4d. as a protection on Muscovado sugar, and an increased 
protection of 11s. 4d. on the more valuable and costly article. With 
respect to the duty on molasses, he proposed to reduce it in the same 
proportions. As to the admission of refined sugar, he proposed to re- 
move the prohibitory duty on refined sugar imported from those British - 
possessions which were entitled to import Muscovado sugar at l4s., and 
to place upon such sugar a proportionate import duty, namely, on refined 
sugar, 18s. 8d., and 21s. on double refined. He then gave the Commit- 
tee an estimate of the supply of sugar which he considered likely to come 
from our possessions to this country in the course of the present year, 
and concluded his observations upon that point by stating that the effect 
which would be produced on the price of sugar by this reduction in the 
duty would be a reduction of 13d. per lb. ; but taking other circum- 
stances, which always accompanied a high rate of duty, into considera- 
tion, he calculated that it would amount to a reduction of 1§d. per lb. 
He estimated the loss which would be produced in the revenue of next 
year by the reduction of the sugar duties at 1,300,000/. 


Upon the face of it, this plan appears to maintain the same differ- 
ential duty in relation to foreign free sugar as the act of last 
year; but in reality it affords to the West Indians a much greater 
protection. The matter is thus clearly stated by the Morning 
Chronicle :— 

Sir Robert Peel professes to retain the difference of duties the same as 
was fixed by the act of last session; but he proposes to classify sugars 
into two kinds—Muscovado and clayed, on which he proposes to charge 
different rates of duty, instead of the present uniform rate. The duty 
now chargeable on sugars of all kinds the growth of our colonies is 
25s. 3d. per cwt., and the rate chargeable on all kinds of foreign sugars 
the produce of free labour is 35s. 9d., establishing a difference of 10s. 6d. 
per cwt. Now, it is well known that the colonial interest generally 
would have been well satisfied to have retained that difference of duty, on 
obtaining so considerable a reduction on the entire rate as is now pro- 
posed to be made. Sir Robert Peel proposes now to reduce the duty on 
colonial Muscovado sugar to 14s. per cwt., and on colonialclayed sugar to 
16s. 4d., the average of which is 15s. 2d.; he proposes then to place on 
foreign free labour Muscovados a duty of 23s. 4d., and on foreign free 
labour clayed sugar a duty of 28s., the average of which is 25s. 8d., thus 
leaving between the two average rates the difference of 10s. 6d. ; but 
though the difference between the two average rates is only 10s. 6d., yet 
the difference between the two extreme rates (14s. and 28s.) is no less 
than 14s. Now it does so happen that the whole of our sugar produced 
in the West Indies, and we may state generally in our colonies, is Musco- 
vado sugar, and will be subject only to the duty of 14s. per cwt., unless, 
indeed, an exception is intended to be made in respect to the fine white 





sugars of India, and to charge them at the 16s. 4d. duty. On the other hand, 
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we apprehend it will be found that nearly the whole ofthe sugar produced 
in Java, the great contemplated source of our supply, is clayed, and will 
be subject to the 28s. duty; so that, really and practically, between the 
sugar imported from the two great sources of supply, our colonies and 
. Java, the different rate of duty, as proposed, will be 14s. per cwt., instead 
of only 10s. 6d. by the present law ; thus affording to the West India 
planter an increased protection, and a simple transfer of so much money 
from the public exchequer to him; forming a lavish, and in this case 
gratuitous (as far as we can judge), waste of the public money, and that, 
too, at a time when the Minister is asking for a continuance of an extra- 
ordinary and obnoxious tax, partly on the ground of the changes thus 
effected in the duties. 


We are sorry to see, by the debate of Monday evening, that 
Lord John Russell concurs in the view of Sir Robert Peel. His 
lordship is reported to have spoken as follows :— 


I do not object that the right honourable gentleman makes a distinc- 
tion, if the Custom-house officers and others say that it can be made, be- 
tween raw and clayed sugar. A different degree of manufacture is a dis- 
tinction, if it can be ascertained, in the same way that you distinguish 
between leather and boots and shoes. In cases of that kind you are jus- 
tified in imposing a different duty, and as it is a matter on which opinions 
are not likely to vary, it is unnecessary to enter further into it. 


For our own part, we think the distinction now proposed highly 
objectionable; not only as.affording a higher protection than 
the act of last session to the West Indians as against foreign sugar, 
and so withdrawing part of the encouragement supplied by it to free 
labour, but also as practicaily subjecting the sugar of our East 
Indian possessions to a discriminating duty as compared with the 

owth of the West Indies. Mr. Hastie remarked in the House of 

mmons, on Monday evening, that, out of 70,000 tons of sugar 
exported from India, 50,000 tons would consist of granulated white 
sugar; and this will be charged with a duty of 2s. 4d. per cwt. more 
than West India sugar, which is almost entirely muscovado. And 
this after the strenuous efforts which have been made to equalize 
the duty on East and West India sugar ! 

The duty on, cotton wool imported, we are sorry to say, the Pre- 
mier proposes entirely to abandon. As a matter of principle and 
consistency this is much to be deplored. 





By the West India mail we learn that Lord Stanley's disallowance 
of the second Immigration Loan Ordinance of British Guiana had 
caused considerable sensation in that colony. We are also informed 
by our own correspondent, that the Combined Court were again in 
secret session, and that, although nothing was known of their pro- 
ceedings, it was expected they would give way to the noble lord, and 

lace the burden of the loan on the exports. Our correspondent 
justly remarks, that, although this is ‘‘a concession in the right 
direction,” it leaves the Ordinance still open to many and grave 
objections. 

In Trinidad the planters have been at the same hurried work as 
in Guiana; an Immigration Loan Ordinance for raising 250,000/., 
having been read a second and third time, and passed, on the 9th of 
December. An ordinance for promoting Coolie immigration also 
was passed through all its stages with equal rapidity. ‘I'wo attempts 
made by the Treasurer of the island to mitigate somewhat the 
former ordinance, were got rid of by a direct statement of the Co- 
lonial Secretary, ‘‘ that it was Lord Stanley’s wish the bill should 
be passed without delay.” We are sorry to see his Lordship so 

er in this infatuated business. He seems tous under some im- 
pale almost amounting to frenzy, to outdo even the planters them- 
selves, 

We are glad to see in the papers many notices of agricultural 
improvements. 

e Trinidad Standard comments upon the letter of our cor- 
respondent respecting Mr. M‘Kay, and says that he did not, as 
stated by our correspondent, offer prepayment for the printing of 
the document he wished to publish. The editor adds, that the 
printing of it was declined from a sense of disapprobation of its 
contents. 


‘ 





From the last arrivals from the United States it appears that a 
resolution in favour of the annexation of Texas, had been passed 
by the House of Representatives, and transmitted to the Senate, 
with the view of becoming a joint resolution. By the latter body it 
had been referred to the committee on foreign relations. ‘The reso- 
lution will be found in another column. From Mexico it is re- 
ported that Santa Anna has been overthrown, and the revolution, 
consequently, established. M. Rejon, the Secretary of State, who 
answered Mr. Shannon in so spirited a manner, is said to have fled, 
while the American minister is reported to be on the best terms 
with Herrera, the president in anticipation. These’ circumstances 
are held to favour the prospect of annexation. Upon this subject, 
the committee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
have taken a decided step, by issuing a document, (our readers will 
find it in another column,) requesting that the 7th of February 
might be observed as a day of humiliation and prayer in relation 
to it. : 





By the Spanish papers we learn, that the-penal law against slave- 
trading was passed by the Chamber of Deputies on the Sth instant. 
General O'Donnel, * Governor of Cuba, is stated to have written 
a despatch, affirming that the slave-trade was indispensable to the 
prosperity of that island. In a report made by a committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies on the penal law, there is a very ominous 


allusion to the possibility of supplying the Spanish colonies with 
Sree labourers from Africa. This, of seek, Weed be nothing 
but a slave-trade; yet what a plausible sanction would it derive 
from the British system of free emigration ! 





Ir appears that the Venezuela sugar has been purchased at 25s. 
to 34s. per cwt. in bond, while British plantation sugar of the same 
quality, would have fetched $2s. to 40s. Since the differential 
duty of 10s. per cwt., then, must have kept this sugar out of the 
British market, our readers will ask, perhaps, what was done with 
it? It was bought for exportation to the Isle of Man, where the 
duty on sugar is only the nominal one of 1s. per cwt. It thus hap- 

ns that this fraction of the British isles may be supplied with 

oreign sugar bought at a rate which will not admit it to general 
home consumption. The quantity thus disposed of, however, must 
be very small, and a considerably lower price must be given for 
what is really to be introduced into the British market. 

It appears, also, that the price of British plantation sugar is 6s. 
to 8s., lower than at this time last year, that the supplies increase, 
and that the stock is more than a third, or nearly 15,000 tons 
greater than at this time in 1844. These are encouraging state- 
ments, as illustrative of the producing power of our colonies; but 
they will not at all bear out the inference which Messrs. Newman 
and Cook, from whose overland circular we have quoted them, 
seek to draw from them. These gentlemen are displeased with 
what they call the ‘‘ ridiculous distinction ” between free and slave 
sugar; and they say, Abolish it, because there is now plenty of 
sugar from the British- colonies. What thoughtless absurdity is 
this! If the now copious supply from our own colonies were reason 
enough for any change at all, it would rather be that free sugar 
should be excluded, than that slave sugar should be admitied. 
These gentlemen tell us, moreover, that the West Indian planters 
are now content to enter into competition with the foreign grown, 
because they are now ‘‘ permitted to obtain cheap labour.” Lord 
Stanley's batch of 12,500 Coolies, however, can have done nothing 
for the West Indies yet; and, if it does for the West Indies what 
immigration has done for Mauritius, it will undoubtedly plunge 
those colonies, hopefully struggling as they are now, into the gulf 
of ruin and despair. 





Parliamentarp Entelliqgence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Tuespay, Fes. 5. 
THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


In the debate on the Address; Lord Jonn Russet said—There is, 
sir, one subject on which, although it is not touched upon in the speech 
from the throne, I suppose that the house will receive some explanation 
from the right hon. gentleman. I confess that I am not pleased with the 
announcements which have appeared of the appointment of a commission 
to revise the treaties of 1831 and of 1833 for the suppression of the slave- 
trade. There does not appear to me to be any necessity for the revision 
of those treaties; if, however, the Government thought that those 
treaties were likely to disturb the unanimity existing between the two 
nations, if they helieved that those treaties would cause any serious dis- 
turbances of the existing harmony, I am of opinion that they ought them- 
selves manfully and freely to have entered into negotiations with the 
French Government, and to have stated what they believed necessary to 
secure the object of the treaties of 1831 and 1833 ; but in the first place 
to make the right established under those treaties as illusory as it is 
boasted to be, to issue private instructions to our naval commanders of 
such a nature that they cannot exercise any powers, and to make what 
ought to be so effectual a means of repression null and useless, after they 
had gone on for some time and had become nearly efficient, and then to 
come forward and transfer the respoasibility to commissioners, to ask 
men of high name and of unblemished character to put themselves for- 
ward and suggest new views, is not a course which is dignified, or which 
is fair towards the people of this country. (Hear, hear). Sir, the people 
of this country wish to see the repression of slavery. The people of this 
country, and we on this side of the house, are as anxious for the repres- 
sion of slavery as any amongst those who voted for the resolution of the 
noble lord the member for Liverpool in 1841. (Hear, hear). They will 
look with jealousy at anything which will weaken the means of repression 
at present existing, and which if not maintained in their vigour will, I 
believe, become valueless, although I am willing to give every confidence 
to the reasons which have produced an inquiry, and to appreciate fairly 
the motives with which her Majesty’s Government are actuated. 

Sir Rosgxt Peer. The noble lord has referred to the question of 
the right of search ; but I think it better to postpone discussion on that 
subject until the communications which the Government are prepared to 
lay before the house are in the possession of hon. members. The house 
will then be enabled to judge whether we have made, in point of fact, any 
compromise of that which I admit ought to be our main object, viz., the 
effectual suppression of the detestable traffic in slaves. (Hear, hear). 
After the sacrifices made by this country, I do believe that there is the 
highest political and moral obligations on us to adopt every measure, 
consistent with the general law of nations, which can by possibility con- 
tribute to the suppression of that traffic. (Hear, hear). But observe, 
the French Chambers have declared twice, I believe, against this right of 
search ; public opinion in France has been raised against it, and say what 
you will, the right of search becomes, in a material degree, paralysed 
when it is against ihe sense of the organs of public opinion, and against 
the general sense of the country. Though the right of search might be 
most efficacious for its object, when carried into effect with the perfect 
good-will and concurrence of both parties; yet, if the French Chambers, 





by almost unanimous votes, do think fit to denounce this right of search, 
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and look to their Government to attempt to substitute something in lieu 
thereof, it was quite impossible not to expect that the existence of such 
a cope must throw obstacles in the way of carrying into practice the 
right of search. What, then, does M. Guizot propose? Avowing that 
the object of the French Government is the same as ours :—declaring 
their anxiety to abolish the odious traffic in slaves, the French Minister 
asks whether it be possible to substitute for the measures which we 
adopt, under the right of search, other measures equally efficacious ; 
and, to use his own expression, more efficacious than the right of 
search? Our object being the suppression of the slave-trade, would 
it be wise, seeing the state of opinion in France, to refuse all consider- 
ation of the question? In our answer, we state that we retain our 
opinion as to the obligation of putting down the slave-trade, and that we 
cannot consent to give up any powers we may possess, unless we can 
satisfy ourselves that some other measures, at least as efficacious, can 
be adopted. The policy of entering into the inquiry mainly depends on 
the instraments by which that inquiry will be conducted. Whom did 
the French Minister propose to conduct the inquiry on the part of 
France? one of the highest authorities in France ; one who is universally 
respected—the Duke de Broglie, who is ready to sacrifice political 
power for the purpose of endeavouring to effect that great object the 
suppression of the slave-trade. It was this illustrious individual who 
counselled one treaty, and concluded the other in 1831, and 1833, and, 
if prejudices are to operate on the subject, all his are in favour of the 
maintenance of the treaty. This is the man offered by the French 
Government to us, for the purpose of determining whether any measures 
more efficacious than the right of search can be devised. (Hear.) Whom 
have we invited to assist in the inquiry? Dr. Lushington, a man, who 
during his whole life, has been ready to sacrifice political power or 
pecuniary advantage for the great object of the suppression of the slave- 
trade. (Hear.) This is what we have done with respect to the right of 
search; and the house would have the opportunity of seeing on the 
official papers what are the grounds on which the Government acquiesced 
in the proposed inquiry, and what are the qualifications by which that 
acquiescence was accompanied. Let the house look to the two men 
appointed to conduct the inquiry—one, the minister, who signed the 
treaty giving the right of search; and the other, a gentleman well known 
for the desire he has manifested for the suppression of the slave-trade ; 
and he would leave the house to judge how far the ministry had acted 
with propriety in this matter. 


Lord Patmenrston. I think if the commission be appointed to ex- 
amine whether any other measures can be devised better than a mutual 
right of search for the suppression of the slave-trade, that the question 
is so clear that it may just as well be answered at once without a com- 
mission at all—because there is no man who has the least common sense, 
but must know that without the right of search nothing effectual can be 
done to suppress the iniquitous traffic in slaves. (Hear). To inquire 
for measures as a substitute for the right of search would be a mere 
farce, and one to the enactment of which I should be sorry to see two 
such eminent men as the commissioners lend their talents. If they are 
advised to recommend some measures in addition to the right of search, 
that might really be an inquiry productive of some advantage ; but when 
I hear what the right hon. baronet at the head of the Government said 
this evening, and when I remember the course pursued by the Govern- 
ment with regard to the Slave Treaty of 1841, I am afraid that they are 
not in search of additional measures, but of something which shall, in 
their opinion, be a pretence for abandoning the right of search; and we 
are thus, out of compliment to the French Government, about to sacrifice 
the great and important principles to preserve which the British Parlia- 
ment, and every Government but this, has not only professed its desire, 
but has shown by its conduct that such was its most anxious wish. 

Hear, hear.) I repeat that to appoint a commission to inquire whether 
right of search is essential for the suppression of the slave-trade is just 
about as rational as appointing a commission to inquire whether two and 
two make four, or whether they can make anything else. (Hear, and 
a laugh), it is a perfectly self-evident proposition—no one can doubt it 
—that, unless you have a maritime police, it is impossible, absolutely 
and physically impossible, to put down the slave-trade. I know that 
some projects have been spoken of as substitutes for it; that we could 
have, for example, a foreign naval officer to cruize in our cruizers, and 
that there should be a British officer on board every French cruizer; and 
then, I suppose, if it is to be done for one power it must be for another, 
and then there would be perfect little Noah’s arks sailing about; naval 
Officers by pairs in these slave-trade cruizers! (A laugh.) The idea 
is perfectly absurd, and any man who intends seriously to propose such 
measures as that means nothing less than to get rid of the treaty altogether, 
and to render it perfectly inefficient. The right hon. baronet, however, 
says, ‘* But you must consider, gentlemen, that when the treaty becomes 
odious to a country, the subordinate officers of a Government will not 
execute it with the alacrity and zeal that they did before, and it becomes 
useless.’”” But theright hon. baronet forgets that the value of this treaty 


does not d upon the alacrity, the zeal and ability of French sub- 
ordinate 0: at all, but upon our own officers; and whatever may 
have been the disposition of any foreign country to assist you in the sup- 


pression of the slave-trade, I do fear that nothing effectual has been done 
towards its accomplishment by the naval force of any country, except 
that of Great Britain. But the argument of the right hon. baronet leads 
simply to this,—that whatever treaty you may have made, the moment 
the country you have made it with becomes dissatisfied, you are to give it 
wp, and to say, ‘‘ Oh, surely, if you don’t like it, you may take it back.’’ 
(Hear.) Why, what would become of the settlement of Europe by the 
treaties of 1815? (Hear.) The moment that the right hon. baronet yielded 
this treaty, on account of the violent articles in the French newspapers, 
they would play you the same game again, only with much more force 
and spirit, because then they might have more important interests to 
serve. In this case you have no interests of your own to serve in main- 
taining the treaty—none, except that you regard it as the necessary 
means of putting down the slave-trade. Your cause is none other than 
that of humanity and generosity ; you have a right, therefore, to stand 
on the treaty, and I say, if the Government had known its duty, that it 
would have done so, and would have said to France, ‘‘ We will enter 














into no negotiations with you upon the subject unless we contemplate the 
substitution of some measure for the right of search. We contemplate 
no such substitution, and we should only mislead you if we held a sham 
negotiation with you to enable the minister of the day in Paris to answer 
an opposition speech.”’ That is the real state of the case. But more 
than that, because whence arises the clamour in France for the abandon- 
ment of the right of search? I don’t deny that there may be men in 
France who are misled, and who think that the national honour is con- 
cerned, where it is concerned the other way ; because I say that it is as 
much for the national honour of France to put down the slave-trade as 
it is for the national honour of England to do so. It is as notorious, 
however, as the sun at noon-day, that the clamour to which I refer as 
having been raised in France has been raised solely by the slave-traders 
and slave-holders—it is just a repetition of the cry raised some time ago 
in Lisbon. It is then tothe clamour of such men as those that the right 
hon. baronet is about to give way; and whilst on the one hand he pro- 
fesses the most ardent desire for the suppression of the slave-trade— 
refusing to admit cheap Brazilian sugar on the miserable pretext that 
the slave-trade might be encouraged if he did so, at the same 
moment he is consenting to a negotiation which, if he perseveres in his 
object, is negotiating to surrender that treaty which is the foundation of 
all our measures for the suppression of the slave-trade. (Hear). Isay, 
therefore, that I will not wait for the documents, because I have know- 
ledge enough of the facts to form an opinion upon the matter. If, indeed, 
the papers shall show that in consenting to this negotiation the right hon. 
baronet has dealt fairly and candidly with the Government of France, 
and has told them explicitly that he will not give up the right of search, 
because he knows that nothing can be done for the suppression of the 
slave-trade without it, the case would be different. It may be said, in 
answer to this, that the French will emancipate their negroes; but even 
were they to do so, it would be no equivalent for the slave-trade, which 
would still continue in Cuba and the Brazils ; nor would sueh an act affect 
the amount of that trade. The truth is that there is but a very limited 
slave-trade in the French colonies: This is, however, I do say, a question 
for the Government of France to decide upon, and not one which it at 
all concerns the Government of England to trouble itself with. In my 
opinion, it is not fitting for us to drive the French Government into 
such a course as has been contemplated by giving up measutes so extensive 
and well-organized, as well as so necessary for properly carrying. into 
effect the most anxious wishes of the Parliament and people of this 
country, expressed over and over again in resolutions and in addresses to 
this house (which were, however, certainly open to the objections made by 
the right hon. baronet to one which I brought forward last year) on the 
subject of the slave-trade. Why there would, on examination of the 
journals of the house, appear continual addresses, praying the Crown to 
institute measures with such and such provisions for the suppression of 
the slave-trade. In fact, there is no question whatever on which the 
Parliament and the nation have expressed their opinion so frequently, so 
unanimously, and so strougly, as upon the necessity of the Finglish 
Government exerting all its influence to put down the slave-trad- 


Lord Sanpown said, It- was impossible not to foresee the incon- 
venience arising from the right of search, and he looked for far more 
benefit to the labours of the honest and distinguished men enagaged in 
negotiating upon the question. He hoped that the Duke de Broglie and 
Dr. Lushington would successfully arrange it, for it was not only a 
source of irritation, but might lead to open war with the most important 
maritime power of the world. 


Lord Howick said, that he coujd not help thinking that there was 
great force in the objections respecting the evils and practical difficulties 
of suppressing the slave-trade, but at the same time he could not say 
that he had heard much as to the possibility of effecting that object by 
forcible means within the exercise of the right of search. He did think, 
however, that the time was come when the house and the Government 
should inquire and consider whether it was wise, prudent, or useful to 
adopt those means or not. No man abominated the slave-trade more 
than he (Lord Howick) did, or was more anxious to see it sup- 
pressed; but at the same time he could not help asking himself 
what had been the result of all our efforts to do away with it. For 
thirty years we had persevered in those efforts; for thirty years we had 
endeavoured to keep the police of the seas, and to prevent the slave- 
trade from being carried on; and what had been the result? It was 
admitted even by the advocates of that policy—and he (Lord Howick) 
had always been as eager on its behalf as any—that hitherto the practical 
effect of our efforts had been that millions of pounds of expense had been 
incurred ; that the lives of thousands of our bravest officers and men had 
been sacrificed ; and-yet, that we had not only failed to accomplish our 
objects, but had actually added to the horrors of the slave-trade. It 
was only last year that an account was published by the chaplain of one 
her Majesty’s ships, which exhibited the cruelties that had been the con- 
sequence of our attempts to carry this policy into effect. He (Lord 
Howick) firmly believed that we had not in any degree diminished the 
extent of the slave-trade, while we had certainly aggravated its horrors, 
and he therefore did think it became us seriously to consider whether 
this was a policy in which we ought to persevere. Last year they were 
told by her Majesty’s Government that new measures were to be adopted 
for more.effectually blockading the coast of Africa, and hopes were held 
out of greater success to our future efforts for the suppression of the 
slave-trade. He (Lord Howick) was not prepared to object to the trial 
of these means, if there were any rational hope of their success; but he 
confessed, for his own part, that he entertained a great doubt of their 
being so successful as it was anticipated they would be. He believed that 
while there was such a strong interest engaged in the slave-trade, and while 
the government of those countries by the people of which it was carried 
on did not endeavour to suppress it, all our efforts to put an end to the 
trade would be fruitless. He believed it to be impossible, by any vigilance 
or activity on the part of naval cruisers, to suppress a smuggling trade of 
this kind, carried on along the coast of a continent, over a space of 
thousands of miles, and where it was easy to baffle the utmost vigilance 
that could be employed. He confessed he could not help feeling some 
suspicion that more success would follow from a different course; he 
could not help believing, if we were no longer to take on ourselves the 
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task of keeping the police of the seas, but were to leave every nation 
to prevent its own subjects from engaging in the trade, that the 
feeling of shame would be excited before the civilized world, when there 
was no longer any feeling of pride in resisting our efforts, and that a 
regard to their own interests and honour, would induce Brazil and 
Cuba to put a stop to the trade. It was as easy for them to do it as it 
was difficult to us. When a nation were determined to put an end to 
the trade, the experience of our own colonies showed that there was no 
difficulty. Therefore he thought other nations could succeed, while we 
should only continue to fail. The danger to which those countries would 
be put from the continuance of the slave-trade, after we had ceased to | 
interfere to suppress it, would of itself be the strongest motive to them 
to alter their policy. Brazil was now in a very different situation from 
that in which she was when we were carrying on the slave-trade. She 


‘was no longer a colony, having the mother country to fall back upon 


whenever she was placed in any position requiring assistance. Already 
we know that the disproportion of the black population as compared with 
the whites, excited very serious fears among the best judging persons in 
that country, and he was convinced that Brazil, if placed in such a 
position that she would no longer feel that in continuing the trade she 
was only opposing the insolent dictation of this country, would take 
measures to put an end to the trade. He thought the same with respect 
to Cuba; and, with regard to France, he fully concurred with the right 
hon. baronet opposite in all that he had said as to the inefficacy of all the 
treaties on this subject entered into with that country, if not carried out 
in a cordial spirit by both parties. Afterall we had seen during the last 
two years, no man could expect that cordial co-operation with the French 
nation or the French people; but if we were to say to them we would 
no longer interfere (and we ought not to do so unless there was a pros- 
pect of success), then, he believed, a very different spirit would be shown 
with regard to the suppression of the slave-trade. Of course, when we 
were ourselves carrying on the trade, it was very natural to argue that if 
we did not do it other nations would; but when the question was merely 
one of our exercising the police of the seas it became a very different one. 
We were not called on, we had no duty to exercise that police, unless it 
could be shown that by so doing we were really promoting the interests 
of humanity. Therefore he did hope that if the Government persevered for 
the present in the policy they had hitherto pursued, they would at no 
distant period look to the results of their measures, and if they found 
that they did not succeed by forcible means in suppressing the slave-trade, 
he hoped they would have the manliness and courage, however unpopular 
such a course might be, to come forward and state, in the face of the 
country, that ‘their policy had failed, and that they were prepared to 
recommend its discontinuance. This, he contended, was the light in 
which the question ought to be considered with reference to its bearing 
on the’vause of humanity. For, was it worth while to continue such an 
expenditure of human life as occurred on the coast of Africa, if the plan 
was found to be a practical failure? Still less should it be continued, 
where it threatened the slightest addition to the danger of war between 
ourselves and our neighbours. When they looked at the dreadful 
calamities to ourselves and our neighbours, and to the whole civilized 
world, which would be the result of a war between this country and 
France, they were bound to take those dangers into consideration in 
estimating the reasons for and against adhering to the present policy of 
this country in reference to the tendency they had to increase the risk of 
a war with France. For it was quite true, as had been said by the 
noble lord, the member for Liverpool, that it was impossible to exercise 
this right of search without giving well-founded cause of complaint. 
The zealous officer would exceed his duty; the legal and illegal traders 
were so closely connected—it was so easy to confound the ship not 
intended for the trade with the regular slaver, that with all possible 
desire to avoid all ground of abuse, it was almost impossible but that our 
officers should sometimes fall into error. And it should also be con- 
sidered that whether the acts of our cruisers were right or wrong, they 
were liable to be represented in the most odious light in France. A 
ship was detained, and great loss inflicted on the parties, and she might 
perhaps have been intended to prosecute the slave-trade, yet there might 
be great difficulty in proving it. Yet the owners of such a vessel would 
endeavour to excite the feelings of their countrymen. It was well 
known how excitable they were, and how little able we were to submit to 
any concession that was not considered consistent with our honour; a 
quarrel thus brought on might tend to the most fatal results (hear, 
hear.) These considerations, he (Lord Howick) had felt it to be his 
duty to submit to the house and the country. They might not be pre- 
pared to alter the course they had hitherto pursued—a course of which 
all had been alike the eager advocates—but which he did say they ought 
not to persevere in unless there did appear very speedily reasonable 
grounds for presuming that that policy would meet in future with more 
success than had attended it in times past. 





Monpay, Fesrvary 17. 
SUGAR DUTIES. 

Mr. Hastie, seeing the right hon. baronet in his place, wished to ask 
him whether it was his intention to admit East India sugar under the 
new Sugar Duties Act in the same class of sugar in which it had hereto- 
fore been admitted, namely as muscovado sugar ? 

Sir R. Peet said he had stated on Friday that a Jdistinction was in- 
tended to be made between muscovado and white-clayed sugar. 

Mr. Hastie remarked that the classification of the sugar would make 
a difference in the duty of 2s. 4d.acwt. There were 70,000 tons ex- 
ported from India, of which about 50,000 would consist of granulated 
white sugar, and he wished to know whether this would be liable to the 
additional duty. 

Sir R. Pers thought it would be better to postpone for the present 
any discussion as to the details of the measure. 

Mr. Grzson wished to ask the right hon. gentleman whether, in classi- 
fying sugars into clayed and muscovadg, and fixing the different rates of 
duty, he contemplated the adoption of the ad valorem principle of duty, 
and whether he meant, that the higher rate of duty should always apply 





to sugar of the greatest value ? 


Sir R. Pexx said that would gener=tiy be the case, although he would 


not pretend to into every particular case. Presuming that clayed 
sugar was generally more valuable than muscovado, that would be the 
effect of the arrangement. 


Mr. Lasoucumne said he apprehended it was the right hon. baronet’s 
intention to propose that the Sugar Duties Bill should be passed for one 
year only, as had hitherto been the case. As there was some doubt 
among the public regarding the intention of the right hon. gentleman, 
and it was a point of great constitutional as well as commercial import- 
ance, perhaps he would state whether it was his intention. 

Sir R. Pee. answered, that under any circumstances, if the sugar- 
duties were made permanent, he should have been very much disposed 
to propose that some other duty, of nearly equal amount, should be 
made temporary, in order that there might be no infraction of constitu- 
tional principle. His own opfnion was, that it would be better that the 
new sugar duties should be of a permanent character; but under all the 
circumstances, looking at the greatness of the change, he was not pre- 
pared to advise that the new sugar duties, supposing them to be sanc- 
tioned by Parliament, should be continued beyond the 5th of July, 1846, 





Home Entelligence. 


Birmincuam AnTi-stavery Socirery.—At a recent meeting of 
the a of this society, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted :— 


‘* That this committee can find no words sufficiently impressive to mark 
the deep sentiments of mingled sorrow and indignation which have been 
excited in their minds by recent occurrences, strongly illustrating the 
character and influence of American slavery, 

‘* That two of the leading periodicals connected with the Free Church 
of Scotland should apologise for slaveholders, and without discrimination 
represent the American abolitionists as a body unfit for truly Christian 
men to associate with, calls for the severest censure, and affords a painful 
illustration of the demoralising effect resulting from the contributions of 
slave-holders being solicited for religious purposes. 

‘* That Dr. Chalmers should deem it becoming in correspondence with 
the Rev. Dr. Smith, of South Carolina, an upholder of American slavery, 
to disparage those who would seek its downfal, is a circumstance deeply 
to be deplored; yet its injurious influence on the minds of American 
Christians and philanthropists should be mitigated, by the consideration 
that Dr. Chalmers uniformly abstained from all public co-operation in 
efforts for the immediate abolition of British Colonial slavery. 

‘* That the laws of the state of Florida, by which Captain Walker has 
been branded in the hand, fined, imprisoned, and exposed to the indignity 
of standing in the pillory—of Kentucky, by which Miss Webster as bane 
condemned to imprisonment for two years—of Maryland, by which the 
Rev. Mr. Torrey has been condemned to imprisonment for seven yeats— 
of Missouri, by which Messrs. Kempson, Wright, and Barr, have been 
already imprisoned for three years towards a sentence of twelve years—and 
of South Carolina, by which John L. Brown was sentenced to death; all 
for no other crime than having aided, or being suspected of aiding, slaves 
to escape,—are barbarous, and deserve the universal condemnation of the 
civilised family of man. 

‘* That the proposal to annex Texas to the United States, and thereby 
provide a new field for slavery and the slave-trade, almost boundless in 
extent, is a scheme full of the greatest danger, threatening the most de- 
plorable consequences to the human race. In the midst of such circum- 
stances this committee rejoice, that the tried and faithful abolitionists of 
America continue to evince untiring energy and devoted zeal. This com- 
mittee congratulate them on the prospect of an Anti-slavery Convention 
being held at Washington, the seat of American government, and sincerely 
trust that the gathering together, and the deliberations and measures of 
that assembly, will effectually serve the cause of freedom, not only in 
America, but throughout the world.”’ 

At the same time two petitions to parliament were adopted : the one in 
opposition to the plan of Coolie emigration to the West Indies, at present 
patronized by the Government; and the other against the use of armed 


force for the suppression of the slave-trade, also advocating the adoption 


of fiscal regulations in favour of free labour, 





Colonial Entelligenee. 





Jamaica. ProroGation oF THE House or AssemBLY.—The 
Assembly was prorogued on the 23rd of December, with a speech from 
the Governor, from which we make the following extracts:—His Ex- 
cellency said, #‘ In order to do justice to the experiment which is about to 
be made by the introduction of Hill Coolies into the colony, it is indis- 
pensable that they be located together in considerable numbers, and that 
arrangements for their reception on estates be effected with a due regard 
to their habits and comfort. By such means they may be induced to at- 
tach themselves to the island, and to regard it as a home rather than a 
place of temporary sojourn. In exercising the powers confided to me by 
the act for the encouragement of immigration, I shall keep these objects 
in view. . 


“‘ The accounts which I receive of the prospects of the crop continue to . 


be generally of a cheering character. For a series of years the difficulties 
attendant on a change in our social system have been aggravated by un- 
favourable seasons. The influx of capital into the colony has been 
checked, and the inhabitaats have failed to reap the full benefit of the 
improvements lately introduced in the cultivation and manufacture of our 
staples. Present appearances warrant the expectation that the labours 
of the agriculturists are at length about to be rewarded with a more 
abundant return; and I earnestly hope that while we unite in gratitude 
to Providence for the blessings vouchsafed to us, all classes in the come 
munity will cordially and harmoniously co-operate in turning them to 
account,’’—Falmouth Post. 
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from the Rev. "W. Knibb, 
‘he new state of being into 
e Wry is daily de- 


il distressing to contemplate ; but 
reward for the labour bestowed. The 
‘is quite as good as ever it was, and 
contributed for religious objects, I 
n impoverished means, and the in- 
properly brought with it. I do not 
youring population on earth who-would so pa- 
reduction of wages they have, connected with the 

of pro arising from that cruel and abominable tax- 
which has purp n laid on the articles of food they con- 
sume, for the avowed purpose of raising money to fill the island with 
labourers, still to curtail their comforts, and still to reduce their wages. 
It must, it ought to be borne in mind, that the peasantry were fully as 
unprepared for the drought as were the other classes of society. They 
had entered imto engagements for land and houses, and their usual sup- 
plies were at once stopped or materially lessened, so that really every 
fraction they had was demanded to supply the wants of nature. This we 
have deeply felt as a mission, and to this I attribute, in a great measure, 
the falling off of our schools, or rather our inability to maintain them. I 
have struggled through, and my schools were never in a better state ; but 







- many of my brethren have sunk under the burthen. Could twenty or 


thirty pounds have been raised for several of the schools, this calamity 
had not happened. The debts on our chapels loudly calling for payment, 
added to our troubles, but my confirmed conviction is this, that as a ge- 
neral s:atement, our people had relaxed their efforts, not from a want of 
disposition, but from hard griping poverty. I have taken great pains to 
find this out, and I give the result to you, and shall be glad of the utmost 
publicity being given to it, that as a body I do not think the peasantry have 
retrograded either in morality or religion, and that the very trying circum- 
stances through which they have passed so soon after their emancipation, 
and their general good conduct under these circumstances, entitle them 
to the deep sympthy of the anti-slavery public of Great Britain. We 
have had a severe trial to pass through, and I have no doubt it will be 
graciously sanctified.’’ 

Tus Crop.—The Times says, that ‘‘ the prospects of the country, 
so far as the crops are concerned, are most cheering; and there seems 
little doubt—always provided we can command labour sufficient for the 
purpose—that the aggregate sugar crop, which was only about 35,000 
tons for 1844, will reach 45,000 if not 50,000, for the ensuing year.” 

BarbaDos.—Our agricultural prospects are cheering. The 
weather has been all that could be desired by the agriculturist, and on 
some estates sugar-making has commenced.— West Indian. 





Boganpsers These. ———— wer afflicted... with famine. 
Gov Says, ‘‘ that the conduct of the lower classes in totally 


abstaining from any sort of outrage, even to obtain the necessaries of 
life while under the pressure of the greatest want, is most truly deserving 
of approbation; and this conduct is very correctly considered as a rich 
reward to the Legislature for its liberal grants in favour of religious and 
moral education.’’ 

Sr. Vincent.—We are glad to learn that the crop of sugar for 
the present year will exceed that of last year by nearly 1000 hogsheads. 
—Royal Gazette. 

Trinipap.—ImmicRaTion.—At a meeting of the Legislative 
Council on the 9th of December, a new Immigration Loan Ordinance w as 
read a second and third time and passed. It proposes to raise a loan of 
250,000/. sterling in five years, to be repaid from the export duties of the 
colony. ‘‘ The treasurer endeavoured, but without success,’’ the Stand- 
ard says, ‘* to introduce two amendments—one reducing the amount of 
the loan to 200,000/., and the other limiting the sum to be raised in any 
one year to 30,000/. instead of 50,000/.’’ The same hon. gentleman 
opposed the motion to suspend the standing rules to enable the bill to 
undergo the third reading and be passed that day, but the opposition was 
met by a statement of the Colonial Secretary, ‘‘ that it was Lord Stanley's 
wish that the bill should be passed without delay.”” An Ordinance fur 
promoting Coolie immigration was also read a second time, and ‘‘ passed 
through all its stages,’’ observes the Standard, ‘‘ with the same rapidity 
as the foregoing Ordinance.”’— Barbados Liberal. 

Tue Cror.—The weather has been showery, with occasional in- 
tervals of a few fine days. The appearance of the young canes, we 
understand, is gratifying. The usual dry season is now looked to with 
expectation, as affording, should it favour manufacturing operations, some 
ground to hope well of the result of the present crop.-—7rinidud Stand. 











Bairisa Gortana.—(From a Correspondent.)—Our legislators 
here, although foiled twice, are at their dark deeds again. I cannot tell 
what they have done ; for although it is holiday time—and West Indian 
officials love holidays—yet the combined court have been at their extra 
ordinary labours almost all this week with closed doors. The results of 
their secret deliberations will be made known to the public, perhaps, 
some time after these results, in the shape of immigration and civil-list 
ordinances, have been put on board the Mail steamer for the colonial 
office. Although nothing definite has transpired, yet it is rumoured that 
the two laws lately disallowed are to be re-enacted ; but the tax for immi- 
gration purposes is to be laid on the produce. This may, I fear, satisfy 
Lord Stanley, who seems not to object to immigration being promoted 
by taxation, but to its being carried out by a tax on imports. This 
modification of ‘the loan bill, if the rumour be true, is a concession in the 
right direction ; but the difference in the principle of the two measures is 
more apparent than real ; whilst the injurious consequences of the pro- 
posed wholesale introduction of heathen men, without their families, will 
still ensue to the present inhabitants of the land—to the poor deluded 
immigrants themselves—and to the general resources of the colony, upon 
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which, no doubt, our plantocrat rulers will make the burden ultimately 
to fall. Immigration by means of money raised by taxation, whatever 


be the kind of tax imposed, will prove an injurious and ruinously delusive 


scheme, from which I trust a kind Providence may save us. ; 





Maovritivs.—ImmicraTion From Arrica.—The Legislative 
Council has determined that the premium for the importation of a man 
shall be £5 sterling, and for that of a woman £6. It is proposed that 
any vessel so employed shall have a licence from the governor, to prevent 
them from being interfered with by the queen’s'ships employed in putting 
down the slave-trade.— Cernéen. 





Foreign kntelligence. 


Unitep States.—ANNEXATION oF Texas.—The House of Re- 
presentatives, on the 29th ultimo, having received several additional 
annexation bills and joint resolutions, terminated the discussion of the 
question, by consent, passing the following joint resolutions, offered by 
Mr. Brown, a Whig, by a vote of 120 to 98 :— 

‘* JOINT RESOLUTION DECLARING THE TERMS ON WHICH CONGRESS 
WILL ADMIT TEXAS AS A STATE INTO THE UNION. 

‘* Be it resolved, that Congress doth consent that the territory properly 
included within, and rightfully belonging to the Republic of Texas, may 
be erected into a new state, to be called the State of Texas, with a repub- 
lican form of government to be adopted by the people of the said republic, 
by deputies in convention assembled, with the consent of the existing 
Government, in order that the same may be admitted as one of the states 
of the Union. 

‘* And be it further resolved, that the foregoing consent of Congress 
is given upon the following conditions, and with the following guarantees, 
to wit :— 

‘* 1. Said state to be formed subject to the adjustment by this Govern- 
ment of all questions of boundary that may arise with other Governments ; 
and that the constitution thereof, with the proper evidence of its adoption 
by the people of the said Republic of Texas, shall be transmitted to the 
President of the United States, to be laid before Congress for its final 
action, on or before the Ist day of January, 1846. 

‘* 2. Said state, when admitted into the Union, after ceding to the 
United States all mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs; and also all 
public edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports, and harbours, navy and 
navy yards, docks, magazines, armaments, and all other property and 
} means pertaining to the public defence, belonging to said Republic of 
Texas, shall retain all the public funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every 
kind, which may belong to, or be due and owing to the said Republic ; 
and shall also retain all the vacant and unappropriated lands lying within 
its limits, to be applied to the payment of the debts and liabilities of said 
Republic of Texas; and the residue of said land, after discharging said 
debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said state may direct ; but in no 
event are said debts and liabilities to become a charge upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

‘¢ 3. New states of convenient size, and having sufficient population, 
may hereafter, by the consent of the said state, be formed out of the 
territory thereof, which shall be entitled to admission under the provi- 
sions of the Federal Constitution. And such states as may be formed 
out of that portion of said territory lying south 36 degrees 30 minutes 
north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri Compromise, shall be 
admitted into this Union, with or without slavery, as the people of each 
state asking admission may desire.” 

On the 27th ult. the resolution was introduced into the Senate, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. The question 
of its fate was considered scarcely doubtful. 








MartTinique.—Fuaitive Staves.—Five fugitive slaves from 
Martinique arrived in Castries on Tuesday last. From the account they 
give of themselves, it appears they started from Trois Islets, Martinique, 
on Sunday, in a small canoe: they must have encountered most immi- 
nent danger in making the passage, the weather on our coast during Mon- 
day night being boisterous and squally, their fragile embarcation was 
swept by the wind and currents as far to the southward as Anse Laraye, 
and on making the shore, about three o’clock in the morning, their 
canoe was dashed to pieces, but the poor fellows escaped unhurt: the 
police at the station conducted them to Castries.—S?¢. Lucia Independent 
Press. 

France.—Tue Ricut or Searcu.—The Duke de Broglie will 
leave Paris for London towards the end of the week. The Duke and Dr. 
Lushington will immediately commence their labours. We have been 
assured that the question of the right of search will not be the only one 
examined by the plenipotentiaries; and that two other questions will 
occupy much more of their attention; namely, the emancipation of the 
slaves in the French colonies, and the annexation of Texas. It would 
appear from the remarkable article of The Times on the subject which 
we published some days ago, that the British ministers are rather in- 
clined to give up the right of visitation, if they can obtain two 
new compensations ; the one at the expense of our colonies, that is, a 
prompt emancipation of the slaves; and the other at the expense of 
America, that is, an intervention, diplomatical at first, of France against 
the United States, in the affairs of Texas.— Constitutionnel. ’ 








Srarn.—The Chamber of Deputies adopted, on the 7th, the pe- 
nal law against the slave-trade ; but there existing some slight differences 
between the project, as sent down by the Senate, and that voted by the 
Chamber, the latter had appointed a committee to regulate those differ- 
ences in a conference with the Senate.— Times. 
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